EXTRACTS 

FROM  THE 

PUBLICATIONS 

I 

O  F 

MR.  KNOX,  DR.  ANDERSON,  MR.  PENNANT, 
AND  DR.  JOHNSON; 

RELATIVE  TO  THE 

NORTHERN  AND  NORTH-WESTERN 

COASTS  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 


LONDON: 

PRINTED  BY  C.  MACRAE, 

ORANGE-STREET,  LEICESTER'S  ARE. 


May,  1 78 


r 


\ 


) 


\ 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 

This  project  is  made  possible  by  a  grant  from  the  Institute  of  Museum  and  Library  Services  as  administered  by  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Education  through  the  Office  of  Commonwealth  Libraries 


/ 


-  / 


I 


https://archive.org/details/extractsfrompublOOunse 


EXTRACTS,  &c. 


HE  following  extra&s  from  the  publications  of  Mr.  Knox, 


JL  Dr.  Anderfon,  Mr.  Pennant,  and  Dr.  Johnfon,  are  col- 
le&ed  with  a  view  to  fhew, 

I.  The  natural  advantages  of  the  Northern  and  North- 
Weftem  Coafts  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  opportunities  which 
thofe  advantages,  if  properly  improved,  would  give  of  extend-* 
ing  the  Fi/heries,  and  increafing  the  population,  the  commerce, 
the  revenue,  and  the  naval  ftrength  of  the  kingdom. 

II.  The  prefent  diftrefsful  fituation  of  the  inhabitants,  who 
are  deftitute  of  the  means  that  are  requifite  to  enable  them  to 
avail  themfelves  of  the  natural  refources  of  their  fituation. 

III.  The  increafe  of  private  happinefs,  and  of  public  profpe- 
rity,  that  would  arife  from  the  judicious  extenfion  of  fuch  aids 
to  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom  as  an  In¬ 
corporated  Society  is  calculated  to  afford. 


NATURAL  ADVANTAGES  OF  THE  NORTHERN  AND  NORTH 
WESTERN  COASTS  OF  SCOTLAND. 

tf  THE  countries  lying  on  the  weft  coaft  of  Scotland  have 
been  long  judged  capable  of  great  improvements  ;  lying  on  the 
borders  of  the  Atlantic  ;  interfered  by  numerous  branches 
of  the  fea,  forming  fo  many  navigable  canals,  and  confe- 
quently  rendering  water-carriage  commodious ;  inhabited  by 
a  hardy  race  of  people,  who  only  want  a  fpirit  of  induftry 
and  commerce  to  be  excited  among  them,  to  render  them 
ufeful  members  of  the  State  ;  and  periodically  vifited  by  thofe 
vaft  lhoals  of  fifh  that  iflue  from  the  northern  feas.  There 
is  only  wanting  fome  encouragement  from  people  of  influence 
and  fubftance,  to  render  thefe  natural  advantages  fubfervient 
to  the  ufeful  purpofes  of  navigation  and  commerce ;  and  it  is 
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more  necefiary  at  this  time  to  attempt  fomething  of  this 
kind,  when  the  heavy  burthens  of  the  nation,  affe&ing  all 
the  necefTaries  of  life,  and  extending  even  to  thefe  countries, 
will  occafion  the  inhabitants  to  liften  with  greater  avidity  to 
the  allurements  that  rnay  be  held  out  to  them  to  emigrate  to 
other  countries. 

<c  White  fifh — as  cod,  ling,  hake,  tulk,  coal-fifh,  haddocks, 
whitings ;  and  flat-filh — as  turbot,  fkate,  foals,  and  flounders, 
abound  fo  univerfally  around  the  Scottifh  fnores,  that  the 
whole  northern  Teas,  from  the  Dogger  Bank,  in  lat.  54,  to 
the  northern  extremity  of  Iceland,  iii  lat.  67  ;  and  from  the 
coaft  of  Norway  eaftward,  to  unknown  latitudes  on  the  weft, 
maybe  conftdered  as  one  great  fifhery,  in  which  Scotland,  as 
being  in  Vue  center,  hath  the  manifeft  advantage  over  all 
other  nations. 

ft  The  indulgent  Author  of  Nature  hath  placed  that  country 
in  the  midft  of  the  beft  fifhing  grounds,  as  appears  from  the 
annual  refort  of  veftels  from  the  northern  ftates  of  Europe  and 
America  to  that  portion  of  the  ocean  lying  between  the  He«- 
bride  Iftands  and  Iceland  ;  an  inexhauftibie  fource  of  all  the; 
variety  of  white  fifn;  while  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland  pro¬ 
duce  only  cod  filh,  and  if  report  be  true,  the  European  fifti 
are  fuperior  to  them  in  quality.,, 

Knox’;  View  of  the  Britijh  Empire  ?  332,  333. 

t(  The  feas  furrounding  thefe  iflands  contain  an  immenfe  va¬ 
riety  of  fifn  ;  of  the  teftaceous  kind  are  great  quantities  of 
crabs  and  lobfters,  of  the  Jargeft  fize  and  fineft  quality ;  great 
quantities  of  oyfters,  fome  of  a  fize  uncommonly  large,  others 
finall,  and  like  thofe  of  Colchefter;  great  plenty  of  muflels, 
cockles,  clam,  limpets,  walks,  fiirimps,  and  feveral  others.  As 
to  finny  fhh,  there  are  found  at  certain  feafons  great  ftioals  of 
mackarel,  but  thefe  are  temporary  and  uncertain  vifitors;  but 
they  never  fail  to  find  in  their  feas  great  abundance  of  haddocks, 
whitings,  whiting-pollock,  fcath,  blind -hive  eels,  fkate,  holo- 
bat,  foal  and  flounders  of  all  forts,  in  the  greateft  plenty  and 
perfection;  john  dorie,  mullet,  and  many  other  filh  of  lefs  note, 
that  the  inhabitants  often  catch  for  their  own  fubfiftence.  All 
thefe  filh  are  now  ftarcely  looked  after,  becaufe  no  market  is 
at  hand  to  which  they  could  be  carried  with  profit.  The  only 
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full  they  attempt  to  catch  for  foreign  markets  are,  cod,  ling, 
tulk,  and  herrings.  Of  herrings,  the  quantities  that  might  be 
catched  on  thofe  fhores,  between  the  months  of  June  and  Ja- 
huarv,  were  the  inhabitants  in  a  fituation  that  permitted  them 
to  follow  that  bufinefs,  are  fo  greats  as  would  appear  incredible 
to  fuch  as  have  never  been  on  thofe  coafts.. 

“  In  the  year  1784,  as  many  herrings  were  caught  in  a  fmall 
loch  called  Loch  Urn,  as,  if  brought  to  market,  would  fell 
for  56,000k  fterling ;  and  had  the  natives  the  command  of  fait 
and  calks,  double  that  quantity  might  eafily  have  been  caught, 
as  the  people  were  obliged  to  remain  idle  a  great  part  of  their 
time  for  want  of  thefe  neceflarv  articles. 

((  In  1773,  the  herrings  werefo  thick  in  Loch  Terridon,  that 
the  boats  of  about  250  bafles,  all  having  two,  and  many  three, 
together  with  an  immenfe  number  of  country  boats,  from  twelve 
to  twenty  barrels  burthen,  were  often  twice  loaded  in  a  night, 
and  were  obliged  frequently  to  cut  the  taves  (cords  by  which 
the  nets  are  kept  together)  of  their  nets,  leave  part  of  them 
in  the  water,  and  carry  the  reft  on  fhore  to  be  emptied,  being 
fo  loaded  that  they  could  not  carry  the  whole  at  one  time.  They 
continued  there  two  months.  At  a  moderate  computation, 
they  caught  in  one  night  about  15,000  barrels  of  herrings. 

“  At  Loch  Carron,  a  year  or  two  after,  they  werefo  thronged, 
that  though  the  loch,  above  the  narrow  entry,  is  above  a  league 
long,  a  mile  broad  in  fome  places,  and  from  fixty  to  four  fa¬ 
thoms  deep,  it  was  indifferent  to  the  filhers  in  which  part  to 
lhoot  their  nets  ;  or  whether  they  were  near  the  ground  or  the 
furface,  they  were  equally  fure  to  have  them  loaded.  They 
continued  thus  in  the  bay  and  its  neighbourhood  about  five 
weeks. 

“  At  Loch  Urn,  in  the  year  1767  or  1768,  they  came  in  fuch 
quantities,  that  from  the  narroivs  to  the  very  head  it  was  quite 
full.  Such  a  quantity  ran  on  fhore,  that  the  beach,  for  four 
miles  round  the  head,  was  covered  with  them  from  fix  to  eigh¬ 
teen  inches  deep,  and  the  ground  under  water,  as  far  as  it  could 
be  feen  at  low-water,  was  equally  fo. 

tf  In  1782,  came  another  greatfhoal,  correfponding  in  mofl 
particulars  with  this  laft  mentioned,  and  though  the  boats  were 
numerous,  had  there  been  ten  times  the  number  of  veffels  and 
boats,  they  would  have  made  full  cargoes. 
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Thefe  are  a  few  of  the  many  inftances  of  the  fame  kind  that 
might  be  produced,  and  ferve  to  fhew  what  immenfe  quantities 
of  fifh  might  be  killed,  if  people  had  ftores  of  calks  and  fait  in 
the  neighbourhood  ;  and  of  what  importance  the  promotion  of 
the  Weftern  Fhheries  muft  be  to  this  country .,y 

Anderson,  156,  163. 

\  ** 

(t  During  the  months  that  the1  herrings  difappear  on  the 
coafts,  that  is,  from  January  to  June,  is  the  proper  feafon  for  the 
cod  and  ling  filhery.  For  though  cod,  and  many  other  fifh,  are 
always  to  be  found  in  abundance  on  the  outlkirts  of  the  herring 
fhOals  when  they  are  on  the  coafts,  yet  it  is  only  during  the 
above  months  that  they  are  in  the  higheft  perfection,  or  are 
found  in  plenty  on  their  own  proper  banks,  with  fuch  a  degree 
of  certainty  as  to  reduce  fifhermen  to  refort  thither  for  catching 
them. 

f(  The  cod  of  Newfoundland  being  always  catched  when  they 
are  not  in  feafon,  are  therefore  very  much  inferior  in  quality  to 
thofe  catched  on  our  own  coafts.  From  this  caufe  chiefly  we 
may  account  for  the  difference  between  Newfoundland  and 
Britifli  cured  cod,  which  is  ufually  about  30I.  per  cent.  If  our 
people  were  once  come  into  the  practice  of  catching  cod  in  the 
rapid  currents,  for  foreign  fale,  the  quality  of  thefe  fifh  would 
make  them  afford  a  ftill  better  price. 

“  Befides  the  kinds  of  fifh  above  fpecified,  others  abound  in 
in  thofe  feas,  that  are  caught  chiefly  for  the  oil  they  afford. 
Whales  in  great  plenty  are  feen  in  purfuit  of  the  herrings,  but 
few  have  been  hitherto  killed.  Vaft  numbers  of  porpoifes  are 
feen  in  flocks  alfo  purfuing  the  herrings ;  but  no  oeconomical 
mode  of  catching  them  hath  yet  been  devifed,  except  by  a  man 
of  Aberdeen,  who  hath  invented  a  new  kind  of  net,  which  he 

thinks  might  be  fuccefsfully  employed  in  this  filhery. - It  is 

only  of  late,  that  they  have  found  out  the  way  of  killing  the 
balking,  lhark,  a  large  but  harmlefs  fifli,  which  frequents  thofe 
feas  during  the  warm  fummer  months ;  from  the  liver  of  which 
they  extraCt  an  oil,  which  amply  repays  them  for  the  trouble  of 
catching  it,  as  the  oil  from  the  liver  of  one  filh  will  fome- 
times  fell  from  20I.  to  30I.  fterling.  Great  numbers  of  feals  are 
found  about  the  rocks ;  but  the  numbers  killed  are  compara¬ 
tively  few  to  what  it  might  be. 

The 
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t:  The  fhoals  of  dog-fifh  fwarm  amazingly  thick  on  the  weft 
Coaft  of  Lewis,  during  the  months  of  June,  July,  and  Auguft. 
The  fhoals  of  this  fifh  are  fometimes  fo  great,  that  their  fins 
are  feen  like  a  thick  bufh  of  fedges,  above  the  water,  as  far  as 
the  eye  can  reach.  Their  fifhing  is  at  prefent  quite  precarious ; 
yet  even  now,  a  few  boats  on  the  weft  coaft  of  Lewis  ufually 
make  above  1,000  barrels  of  oil  every  year,  (30,000  gallons) 
befides  what  ferve  the  inhabitants  themfelves. 

“  A  very  lucrative  hiking  might  be  carried  on  in  this  arti¬ 
cle,  were  the  people  in  circumftanceS  that  permitted  it.” 

Anderson  12,  16. 

“  It  is  therefore  obvious,  that  with  due  encouragement,  and 
proper  regulations,  the  Scottifh  White  fiftieries  may  be  gradu¬ 
ally  extended  from  its  prefent  infant  ftate,  to  a  height  that  can 
only  be  furpaffed  by  thofe  of  Newfoundland,  from  which  con- 
fiderable  wealth  is  derived.  In  fome  refpe&S  the  Scottifh  fifh- 
eries  have  the  advantage  of  the  former.  The  Banks  of  New¬ 
foundland  lie  at  the  diftance  of  from  2,500  to  3,000  miles 
from  London,  Briftol,  Liverpool,  Dublin,  Cork,  and  Glaf- 
gow ;  and  can  only  be  frequented  during  the  months  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  March,  April,  May,  and  June  ;  while  the  Scottifh 
fifheries  are  within  a  week’s  failing  (upon  a  medium)  from  any 
of  thofe  commercial  emporiums,  which  they  can  fupply  in  fea- 

fons  when  the  Newfoundland  fifhery  cannot  be  carried  on.” 

Knox,  342. 

<c  Respecting  all  thevarieties  ofwhite-fifh, flat-hfh, falmon, 
and  thofe  of  the  whale  kind,  the  markets  are  boundlefs.  Great 
Britain  alone,  were  all  fifh  taken  by  foreigners  prohibited,  would 
exhauft  the  cargoes 'of  many  hundred  veffels  in  the  white  and 
fiat  fifheries. 

<f  For  oil  and  other  produce  of  the  whale  kind,  the  home  de¬ 
mand  is  continually  increafing.” 

Knox,  372. 

t{  Dr.  Anderson  being  afked  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  whether  the  fifh  caught  in  the  Britifh  feas, 
by  Britifh  fubje&s,  could  in  any  inftance  be  afforded  fo  cheap,  as 
without  public  aid  to  bear  a  competition  in  an  open  market  with 
fifh  of  the  fame  kind  from  Holland,  Sweden,  Norway,  or  any  other 
country  ?  He  faid,  if  the  queftion  means  to  apply  to  fifh  in  general, 
and  is  not  meant  to  be  confined  exclufively  to  any  particular  kind, 
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he  does,  without  any  hefitation,  give  it  as  his  opinion,  that  were 
the  people  who  inhabit  the  iflands  and  coads  of  Britain  in  fuch 
fituation  and  circumdances,  as  to  be  able  to  avail  themfelves  to 
the  utmod  of  the  natural  advantages  they  pofiefs,  their  fifh  could 
be  afforded  cheaper  than  other  filh,  of  equal  quality,  from  any 
other  part  of  the  globe.  Though  it  is  poffible,  in  certain  circum- 
ftances,  feme  particular  kinds  of  fifh  may  be  afforded  at  as  low, 
perhaps  lower  price  than  they  could  be  aff  orded  by  Britifh  fifher- 
men;  though  he  does  not  at  prefe at*  recoiled  any  kind  of  fifh, 
taken  in  quantities  in  thofe  feas,  to  which  this  obfervation  will 
apply  ;  the  reafons  on  which  he  grounds  his  opinions  are  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  In  molf  other  countries,  where  any  kind  of  exciufive  fidi- 
cries  has  hitherto  been  carried  on  for  foreign  markets,  the  fifihng 
feafon  lads  but  for  a  part  of  the  year;  fo  that  the  people  who 
engage  in  thefe  fidieries,  having  no  condant  employment,  cannot 
afford  to  fell  fo  cheap,  as  if  they  had  an  uninterrupted  fifhery  dur¬ 
ing  the  whole  year  round.  In  many  cafes,  the  fidiery  is  precari¬ 
ous,  and  ftill  more  fo,  where  the  people  who  follow  the  fifhing, 
being  at  a  didance  from  the  fifhing  grounds,  are  fubjeft  to  a 
great  expence  on  the  outfit  of  vefiels,  and  dill  greater  charges  of 
wages  and  provifions  to  the  filhermen  going  and  returning  from 
the  filhing  grounds.  In  all  thefe  refpedts,  Britain  enjoys  an  un¬ 
equalled  pre-eminence.  The  variety  of  fidi  which  dvajm  on  her 
coads  is  fuch,  as  puts  it  in  the  power  of  the  natives  to  follow 
that  bufmefs  with  fuccefs  throughout  every  day  in  the  year,  that 
a  veffel  can  go  to  fea  ;  and  the  filhing  grounds  are  fo  near,  and 
in  other  refpe&s  fo  convenient,  as  to  render  it  poffible  for  a  finall 
boat  to  follow  the  fidring  of  one  kind  or  other  from  day  to  day. 
This  puts  it  in  the  power  of  the  lower  ranks  of  life,  to  become 
competitors  with  others,  and  bars  all  kind  of  monopoly  in  this 
article. 

An  d  e  rson,  253,  7. 

“  In  thefe  iflands,  and  along  the  wed  coadof  Scotland,  there 
are  many  of  the  fined  natural  harbours  in  the  world  ;  but  for 
want  of  furveys,  are  not  properly  known,  and  for  want  of  land¬ 
marks,  can  fcarcely  be  difeovered  at  fea  ;  and  as  no  buoys  are 
placed  on  funk  rocks.,  to  point  out  their  pofition  exadiy,  many 
of  thefe  harbours  cannot  be  entered  with  fafety  by  drangers. 
For  thefe  reafons,  together  with  the  want  of  light-houfes,  the 
navigation  of  thofe  feas  is  difficult  and  hazardous,  though  it 
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may  be  eafily  rendered  the  fifed,  for  there  (except  on  the  weft 
coaft  of  Cantire)  no  wind  can  blow  that  would  not  admit  of 
entering  a  fafe  harbour  to  leeward. ’* 

Anderson,  156. 

“  Among  the  Hebrides  (fays Dr.  Anderfcn)  are  many  large 
and  fair  idands,  containing  extenllve  fields  of  land,  naturally 
endowed  with  an  uncommon  degree  of  fertility,  and  many 
tracks  of  much  larger  extent,  confiding  of  a  foil,  that  by  fkilful 
culture  might  be  converted  into  corn  fields,  which  would  fur- 
nilh  fubfiftence  to  a  great  number  of  people.  That  the  climate 
in  the  iflands  is  more  favourable  for  bringing  corn  to  maturity, 
and  that  the  harveft  is  there  for  the  moll  part  earlier  than  on 
the  parallel  coafts  of  Scotland  ;  and  that  the  limeflone  and  marl, 
and  fhellv  fands,  which  are  the  manures  bed  calculated  for  im¬ 
proving  thefe  foils,  abound  fo  much,  that  one  or  other  of  thefe 
manures  could  be  got  in  every  place  at  a  moderate  expence, 
were  there  a  fufficient  dimulus  to  excite  the  indudry  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  this  refpeft.  That  thefe  iflands  contain  many  products 
of  great  value  ;  fuch  as  very  fine  fiate  at  Eafdale,  and  the 
neighbouring  iilands  ;  lead  ore,  of  the  riched  quality  at  Iflay, 
and  copper,  fulphur,  emery,  in  the  fame  iiland  ;  iron  ore,  of  a 
remarkable  fine  quality,  there,  and  in  other  places.  Fine  mar¬ 
ble  in  Tirey,  which  has  been  but  of  late  dilcovered,  and  which 
by  all  judges,  Italians  themfelves  (Count  Andriani  and  Mr. 
Tanjas  de  St.  Fond)  is  reckoned  fuperior  to  the  fined  Italian 
marble  yet  known.  Statuary  marble,  in  Skye,  which,  when  po- 
lifhed,  pofieffes  the  warm  foftnefs  that  is  fo  much  admired  in 
the  warm  antient  datuary  marble,  and  which  has  been  fearched 
for  in  vain  by  moderns  for  feveral  ages  ;  pure  corydaline  fand,  fit 
for  making  the  fined  kind  of  glafs  ;  and  within  this  year  (1784) 
a  very  rich  and  extenfive  vein  of  manganefe  was  difcovered  in 
Rofs-fhire ;  and  many  other  valuable  productions  that  are  already 
known,  though  there  are  many  others  that  have  not  yet  been 
thought  of,  which  curious  obfervers  would  difcover  when  thefe 
countries  fhall  be  particularly  attended  to. 

Coal  has  certainly  been  found  on  the  Me  of  Bute  ;  feme 
fpecimens  in  May  ;  it  has  been  worked  and  burnt  in  Mull  ;  ir 
has  been  found  at  Loch  Alin  and  Loch  Sunart,  Cannay  and  Skye. 

“  They  have  eider  down  and  wool  of  a  kind  extremely  va¬ 
luable,  being  not  only  fine  in  quality,  but  poffeffing  a  peculiar 
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fiiky  foftnefs,  that  is  not  to  be  equalled  by  any  wool  that  is  yet 
known  in  Europe.’ ’ 

Anderson,  5,  7. 

fc  Along  the  extended  coafts  of  thefe  iftands  is  produced  a 
great  quantity  of  fea  weeds,  from  which  is  annually  made  many 
thoufand  tons  of  kelp.  This  was  introduced  about  thirty  years 
ago ;  is  annually  increafing  in  quantity  and  improving  in  qua¬ 
lity.  Kelp  may  be  made  with  profit  from  the  common  tangles 
(alga  marina)  that  are  thrown  on  the  fhores  in  amazing  quan¬ 
tities;  but  as  thefe  are  thrown  upon  the  coafts  in  the  greateft 
quantities  in  winter,  when  it  is  difficult  to  dry  them  fo  as  to 
burn,  their  long  leaves,  and  the  molt  fucculent  parts  that  are 
moft  liable  to  putrify,  fhould  be  cut  off,  and  may  be  employed 
as  manure;  but  the  large  ftrong  ffalks  are  to  be  piled  up  in 
fmall  ftacks  like  haycocks,  laid  acrofs  each  other,  that  the  air 
may  freely  pafs  through  them,  and  they  are  fufficiently  dried  to 
admit  of  being  burnt  flowly  for  kelp.  Every  fea  plant  may  be 
ufed  for  this  purpofe,  but  the  fea  grafs  (called  by  fome  fweet 
grafs)  yields  a  kelp  of  a  fuperior  quality  to  any  other,  and  is* 
found  in  amazing  heaps  on  every  (bore.” 

Anderson,  151-2. 

“  No  country  in  the  world  has  better  advantages  for  carry¬ 
ing  on  the  manufacture  of  fait*  The  whole  coaft  is  cut  and 
indented  with  beautiful  bafons,  lochs  and  inlets  of  the  fea, 
Iheltered  from  the  weather,  and  full  of  the  moft  excellent  fait 
water.  There  is  in  every  corner  abundance  of  fuel  of  the  turf 
kind,  not  of  the  quality  to  be  found  in  the  low  countries  of 
Scotland,  but  of  a  ftrong  combuftive  nature,  black,  hard,  heavy 
and  bituminous,  and  equal  in  ftrength  of  heat,  when  burning, 
to  the  bell  Scotch  coal.  This  fuel  may  be  had  at  a  very  mode¬ 
rate  rate.  The  price  of  labour  is  equally  cheap  with  the  fuel  ; 
in  fhort,  every  thing  combines  to  render  this  trade  eafy  and 
profitable  here;  and  there  is  not  one  country  that  can  afford  a 
readier  and  more  certain  market  for  it.” 

Report ,  350. 

“  These  iftands  contain  a  numerous  race  of  hardy  and  robuft 
people,  whofe  labour,  if  properly  dire&ed,  might  prove  of  great 
utility  to  the  State.  In  the  Hebrides  alone  there  are  not  lefs 
than  eighty  thoufand  fouls,  and  thefe  increafing  in  a  rapid  pro- 
greffion* 
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<r  On  the  fhores  of  the  main  land,  oppofite  to  thefe  iflands, 
there  are  about  three  times  that  number.” 


DISTRESSES  OF  THE  INHABITANTS. 

Cf  In  their  prefent  fituation,  every  man  is  obliged  not  only 
to  dig  and  reap  with  his  ‘own  hand  the  littie  field  that  is  to  fur- 
nifti  bread  to  himfelf  and  family,  but  in  many  cafes  alfo  to  carry 
home  its  produce  on  his  own  fhoulders  to  the  barn,  and  to  carry 
out  the  manure  to  his  field  in  the  fame  manner ;  he  mull  aifo 
officiate  as  mafon,  fmith,  cooper,  carpenter,  and  miller,  to  him¬ 
felf  ;  he  mull  alfo  aft  as  farmer,  ffioemaker,  clothier,  fuller,  tay- 
lor,  in  ffiort,  almoft  every  thing  he  wants  mull  be  made  by  him¬ 
felf,  with  tools  of  his  own  forming ;  for  he  can  neither  find  thefe 
articles  to  purchafe  near  himfelf,  nor  can  he  fell  any  fuperfluous 
produce  he  might  be  able  to  fpare,  to  yield  him  money  to  pro¬ 
cure  them.  Thus  are  thefe  people  (for  want  of  towns)  conti¬ 
nually  employed  in  an  uninterrupted  and  fruitlefs  induftry, 
which  is  neither  capable  of  freeing  themfelves  from  want,  nor 
of  benefiting  the  State.” 

Anderson,  16. 

In  paftoral  countries  the  condition  of  the  lowed:  rank  of 
people  is  fufficiently  wretched.  Among  manufacturers,  men 
that  have  no  property  may  have  art  and  induftry,  which  make 
them  neceffary,  and  therefore  valuable.  But  where  flocks  and 
corn  are  the  only  wealth,  there  are  always  more  hands  than 
work;  and  of  that  work  there  is  little,  where  Ikill  and  dexterity 
can  be  fo  much  diftinguiffied. 

((  He  who  is  therefore  born  poor  can  never  be  rich.  The  fon 
merely  occupies  the  place  of  his  father,  and  life  knows  nothing 
of  progreffion  or  advancement.  The  petty  tenant  and  labour¬ 
ing  peafant  live  in  miferable  cabbins,  which  afford  them  little 
more  than  ffielter  from  the  ftorms.  Their  food  is  not  better 
than  their  lodging.  They  feldom  tafte  the  fleffi  of  land  ani¬ 
mals,  for  here  are  no  markets ;  what  each  man  eats  is  from  his 
own  ftock.  The  great  efteft  of  money  is  to  break  property  into 
fm all  parts.  In  towns,  he  that  has  a  dulling  may  have  a  piece 
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of  meat ;  but  where  there  is  no  commerce,  no  man  can  ca 
but  by  killing  a  Bleep.” 

Dr.  Johnson,  233,34. 

cc  If  we  take  our  Hand  at  the  fouth-weft  extremity  of  Can- 
tire,  and  look  northward  along  the  double  coaft  of  the  Conti¬ 
nent  and  the  Hebride  Iflands,  towards  Cape  Wrath,  we  fhall 
perceive  no  towns,  markets,  ftorehoufes,  granaries,  manufac¬ 
tures,  commerce,  or  fhipping  of  any  fort,  Stornoway  excepted ; 
if  we  extend  the  view  from  Cape  Wrath  to  Dungfby  Head,  the 
eaft  entrance  to  that  Firth,  and  from  thence  fouthward  to  the 
Firth  of  Cromarty,  we  fhall  perceive  a  few  places,  dignified  in¬ 
deed  with  the  high-founding  appellations  of  Royal  Boroughs, 
but  which  are  in  reality  little  more  than  ruinous  villages,  exhi¬ 
biting  all  the  fymptoms  of  decay,  poverty,  and  difirefs.” 

Knox,  136. 

“  On  the  fhores  of  Loch  Inver  (fays  Mr.  Knox)  there  are, 
as  ufual,  many  people  who  exifl  by  means  of  fifhing,  and  fmall 
patches  of  land  among  the  rocks,  which  they  cultivate  with 
the  fpade.  Being,  from  their  remote  fituation  and  great  po¬ 
verty,  precluded  the  ufe  of  fait,  they  live  moftly  on  frefh  fifli 
and  potatoes,  which  often  throw  them  into  fluxes,  of  which 
many  die.  For  thefe  lafl:  fix  weeks  and  upwards  they  have  had 
no  oatmeal,  and  many  are  now  languifhing  on  bed.  Mrs.  Rofs 
fupplies  the  place  of  a  Doctor,  and  furnifhes  them  alfo  with  fuch 
affiftance  as  her  family  and  fituation  afford.  The  little  quantity 
of  grain  which  their  fterile  regions  produce,  is  generally  ex¬ 
hausted  before  the  end  of  May,  when  their  foie  dependence 
for  meal  is  upon  the  Reward,  or  the  nearefi  trader.  Mr.  Rofs 
is  the  only  perfon  in  thefe  parts  who  can  fupply  their  wants, 
and  without  his  aid,  flnee  the  memorable  year  1782,  they  muff 
have  abandoned  their  country,  or  died  at  home  through  abfo- 
lute  want  of  fubflftence.  The  fituation  of  traders,  in  the  pre- 
fent  forlorn  Rate  of  the  Highlands,  is  extremely  embarrafling. 
They  keep  the  people  in  existence  from  week  to  week,  and 
from  year  to  year,  for  which  they  expedl  to  be  paid  in  fifli  ; 
but  it  moft  generally  happens,  that  inftead  of  being  able  to 
pay  off  old  fcores,  they  require  further  fupplies  ;  and  thus 
they  go  on,  till  the  trader  finds  reafon  to  lament  his  hav¬ 
ing  embarked  upon  a  bufmefs  fo  fallacious.  Mr.  Rofs, 

after 
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after  having  collected  every  fhilling  that  the  inhabitants 
of  that  aiftrid  could  raife,  fatisfied  himfelf  for  the  prefent 
with  promiffory  notes  for  what  remained  unpaid.  Being  fa¬ 
voured  with  the  perufal  of  them,  I  took  down  the  number  and 
the  generai  amount,  which  I  found  to  be  162  notes  for  the 
fum  of  359I,  and  all  over-due.  Some  of  them  were  fo  low  as 
fixteen  lhillings.  There  were  162  famikes,  or  972  people,  (al¬ 
lowing  fix  to  each  family)  who  were  at  the  mercy  of  one  man, 
who  were  fed  by  him,  and  who  depended  folely  on  his  lenity. 
Should  any  accident  befal  this  man,  or  lhould  he  quit  that 
country,  which  he  feems  difpofed  to  do,  I  prefume  that  the 
coaft  will  be  greatly  thinned  of  its  inhabitants,  unlefs  relief 
fhall  arife  from  another  quarter.” 

KnoxV  Tour  in  1786. 

The  want  of  a  town  is  very  fenfibly  felt  in  the  Highlands  and 
Hebrides.  There  is  no  commodity,  no  one  article  of  life,  nor 
implement  of  fiihery  but  what  is  gotten  with  difficulty,  and  at 
a  great  price  brought  from  a  diftance  by  thofe  who  are  to  make 
advantage  of  the  neceffity  of  the  people.  It  is  much  to  be  la¬ 
mented,  that  after  the  example  of  the  Earl  of  Seaforth,  they  do 
not  colled  a  number  of  inhabitants  by  feuing  their  lands,  or 
granting  leafes  for  a  length  of  years  for  building. 

Pennant,  333. 

Mr.  Knox  having  defcribed  the  ftate  of  farming  in  the  High¬ 
lands  as  the  moil  wretched  imaginable,  proceeds  to  obferve, 
tf  That,  as  that  country  hath  an  extenfive  coaft  and  many 
iflands,  it  may  be  fuppofed  that  the  inhabitants  of  thofe 
ffiores  enjoy  all  the  benefits  of  their  maritime  fituation 
This,  however,  is  not  the  cafe  ;  thofe  gifts  of  nature, 
which  in  any  other  commercial  kingdom  would  have  been 
rendered  fubfervient  to  the  moft  valuable  purpofes,  are  in 
Scotland  loft,  or  nearly  fo,  to  the  poor  natives  and  the  public. 
The  only  difference  therefore  between  the  inhabitants  of  the 
interior  parts  and  thofe  of  the  more  diftant  coaft,  confifts  in 
this,  that  the  latter,  with  the  labours  of  the  field,  have  to  en¬ 
counter  alternately  the  dangers  of  the  ocean  and  all  the  fa¬ 
tigues  of  navigation. 

“  To  the  diftreffing  circumftances  at  home,  ftated  above,  new 
difficulties  and  toils  await  the  devoted  farmer  when  abroad.  He 
leaves  his  fami'y  at  the  commencement  of  the  winter  fifhery  in 

Odober, 
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October,  accompanied  by  his  Tons,  brothers,  and  frequently  a* 
aged  parent,  and  embarks  on  board  a  fmall  open  boat  in  quell 
of  the  herrings,  with  no  other  provifions  than  oatmeal,  pota-* 
toes,  and  frefh  water  ;  no  other  bedding  than  heath  twigs  and 
ftraw  ;  the  covering  an  old  fail. 

cf  Having  realized  a  little  money  amongft  country  purchafers* 
he  returns  with  the  remainder  of  his  capture,  through  a  long 
navigation,  frequently  amidft  unceafing  hurricanes,  not  to  a 
comfortable  home  and  a  chearful  family,  but  to  a  hut  compofed 
of  turf,  without  windows,  doors,  or  chimney. 

“  The  feafon  now  approaches  when  he  is  again  to  delve  and 
labpur  the  ground,  on  the  fame  llender  profpeCl  of  a  plentiful 
crop  or  a  dry  harveft.  The  cattle  which  have  furvived  the 
famine  of  the  winter,  are  turned  out  to  the  mountains ;  and 
having  put  his  domeftic  affairs  in  the  belt  fituation,  which  a 
train  of  accumulated  misfortunes  admits  of,  he  refumes  the 
oar  in  fearch  of  the  fummer  herring  or  white  filh.  If  fuccefsful 
in  the  latter,  he  fets  out  in  his  open  boat  upon  a  voyage  (taking 
the  Hebrides  and  opponte  coalts  at  a  medium  diltance)  of  200 
miles,  to  vend  his  cargo  of  dried  cod  and  ling,  &c.  at  Greenock 
or  Glafgow. 

“  The  produce,  which  feldom  exceeds  12I.  or  15I.  is  laid  out 
in  conjunction  with  his  companions,  upon  meal  and  filhing 
tackle,  and  he  returns  through  the  fame  tedious  navigation. 

The  autumn  again  calls  his.  attention  to  the  field.  The 
ufual  round  of  difappointment,  fatigue  and  diltrefs,  awaits 
him  ;  thus  dragging  through  a  wretched  exiltence,  in  the  hope 
of  foon  arriving  in  that  country  where  the  weary  fhall  be  at 
reft.”  ' 

Knox,  124,  5.  - 

<*  The  little  boats  of  the  Highlanders  are  clinker  built, 
lharp  bottomed,  and  formed  upon  the  confirmation  of  cutters, 
for  quick  failing,  for  doubling  headlands  and  eluding  dangers  ; 
manned  by  a  hardy  race  of  Highlanders,  whofe  neceflities  ren¬ 
der  them  defperate. 

**  Thefe  boats  attend  the  bulfes  through  the  moll  turbulent 
feas  ;  they  will  undertake,  even  in  the  winter  feafon,  voyages 
round  the  Mull  of  Cantire,  and  to  Ireland,  though  it  too  often 
happens  that  they  never  return. 

it 
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*c  They  are  hurried  irrefiftibly  by  the  violence  Gf  the  winds  and 
the  ftrength  of  the  currents  againft  rocks,  and  in  a  moment  are 
broken  in  pieces.  Others  are  fwallowed  up  by  the  great  fwell 
of  the  ocean,  againft  which  their  fmall  conftruction  and  fcanty 
fupply  of  ropes  and  fails  are  utterly  inadequate.  Each  boat  that 
goes  upon  the  fifhery  contains  at  leaft  four  men,  whole  joint  ftock 
is  far  too  fcanty  for  the  expence  of  fails,  ropes,  nets,  &c.  When 
the  filhing  happens  to  be  fuccefsful,  they  are  enabled  to  carry 
a  fmall  pittance  home  to  their  families,  befides  difcharging  the 
debts  they  contra&ed  in  fitting  out.  But  when  the  fifhery  proves 
unfuccefsful,  or  barely  fufficient  to  keep  them  in  neceflaries, 
it  is  eafier  to  conceive  than  relate  the  general  diftrefs  of  whole 
diftri&s.  A  boat  arrives  with  the  melancholy  tidings  of  the 
general  failure ;  of  the  violence  of  the  ftorm  and  the  lives  that 
have  been  loft.  Report,  which  never  fieeps,  flies  over  the  moun¬ 
tains,  lakes,  and  morafles,  till  it  hath  filled  every  breaft  with 
agony  for  paft  misfortunes,  and  gloomy  apprehenfions  of  new 
difafters. 

€t  Thefiftiermen,  after  having  combated  the  fury  of  contending 
elements,  after  having  in  their  wanderings  from  fea  to  fea,  fur- 
mounted  all  the  fatigues  of  a  winter’s  navigation,  direbt  their 
courfe  homewards  ;  they  haul  their  lhattered  boats  on  fhore, 
lodge  the  nets  and  tackling,  and  returning,  emaciated,  worn  out, 
to  their  families,  they  confirm  by  deje&ed  looks  and  empty 
pockets  the  unwelcome  news ;  while  the  conuderation  of  debts 
recently  contra&ed,  and  which  they  are  utterly  unable  to  pay, 
gives  additional  poignancy  to  the  anguilh  of  their  minds.” 

Knox,  242,  Sec. 

c<  In  this  day’s  voyage  (fays  Mr.  Knox)  we  obferved  a  number 
of  boats  with  four  oars,  and  containing  generally  five  or  fix 
men.  They  were  returning  from  the  fifhing  in  Loch  Urn  to 
the  fouth  coaft  of  Sky.  The  wind  being  contrary,  thefe  poor 
people  were  forced  to  labour  at  the  oars  from  ten  to  twenty,  or 
twenty-five  miles,  before  they  reached  their  refpedive  huts. 
They  take  the  oars  alternately,  and  refrefn  themfelves  now  and 
then  with  water,  though  generally  in  a  full  fweat.  They  fing 
in  chorus,  and  obferve  a  kind  of  time  with  the  movement  of  the 
oars.  Though  they  kept  clofe  upon  tire  fhore,  and  at  a  con- 
iiderable  diftance  Irom  our  veflel,  we  heard  the  found  from 
almoft  every  boat.  Thofe  who  have  the  bagpipe,  ufe  that  in- 
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ftrument,  which  hath  a  pleafing  effedt  upon  the  water,  and 
makes  the  people  forget  their  toils. 

“  They  were  returning  to  their  families  with  their  little  cap¬ 
tures  of  herrings,  or  with  what  they  had  been  able  to  buy,  and 
with  a  very  difproportioned  quantity  of  fait,  which,  in  the  filh- 
ing  feafon,  is  generally  above  their  abilities  to  purchafe,  and 
iometimes  it  cannot  be  procured  at  any  price. 

“  .for  thele  herrings,  the  value  of  which  at  the  loch  might 
not,  upon  an  average,  exceed  fifty  fhillings  per  boat,  five  or  fix 
men  mull  have  been  from  home  a  week  or  ten  days  in  moderate 
weather,  and  double  that  time  in  fiormy  weather  with  contrary 
winds.  If  fuccefsful,  they  do  not  repine  at  the  lofs  of  fo  much 
time,  the  fatigues  which  they  have  gone  through,  or  the  dangers 
to  which  they  have  been  expofed  in  thus  navigating  the  main 
ocean,  with  boats  not  much  longer  than  a  London  fculler,  and 
many  of  them,  called  Norway  ikiffs,  about  that  fize. 

“  But  when,  after  all  thefe  delays,  toils,  and  hazards,  they 
return  without  herrings,  which  is  often  the  cafe,  the  difap- 
po  ntment  to  their  half-ftarved  families,  is  eafier  to  be  con¬ 
ceived  than  exprefled,  and  they  have  the  fame  work  to  perform 
again  as  foon  as  herrings  are  heard  of  within  the  diftance  of 
fifty  miles  :  even  then,  difappointment  fometimes  follows ;  the 
report  may  have  been  falfe,  or  the  herrings  may  have  difap- 
peared,  before  the  people,  ftruggiing  with  contending  elements, 
could  have  reached  the  fifhery. 

“  If,  at  the  fame  time,  thefe  people  fhould  be  thus  compelled  to 
wander  from  place  to  place,  upon  the  turbulent  ocean,  through 
pofitive  necellity,  arifing  from  the  immediate  want  of  fubfil- 
tence,  or  the  urgent  calls  of  thofe  by  whom  they  had  been  fup- 
plied  with  meal  and  necefi’aries,  they  muft,  when  the  fifhery 
fails,  difpofe  of  their  property,  and  fhift  every  one  for  himfelf  ; 
fome  in  the  Lowlands,  and  others  among  the  wilds  of  America. 

“  It  is  difficult  to  afcertain  what  diftridts  have  fuffered  mofl 
by  emigration  ;  but  certain  it  is,  that  between  1763  1 7 7 5 » 

above  30,000  people  abandoned  their  habitations. 

“  Numbers  are  at  this  time  (fays  Mr.  Knox)  on  the  wing  for 
America,  to  which  defperate  attempt  many  are  driven  by  the 
rage  for  turning  whole  diftridts  into  fheep  farms  :  one  man  will 
occupy  the  lands  that  gave  exiftence  to  fifty,  or  even  one  hun¬ 
dred 
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dred  families  ;  he  gives  a  higher  rent,  and  pays  better.  It  is  oit 
the  part  of  the  proprietor,  a  necelfary,  yet  a  cruel  policy.  It 
laid  wafte  a  considerable  part  of  the  fouth  of  Scotland  during 
the  laft  century,  and  it  is  now  depopulating  the  north  country 
fs  Five  hundred  and  fifty  perfons  were  put  on  board  one  fhip  in 
Junelaft  (1786),  of  thefe,  five  hundred  went  from  one  eftate  only. 
A  gentleman  who  happened  to  be  prefent  at  the  embarkation, 
declared  that  the  parting  fcene  between  the  emigrants  and  their 
friends  who  remained  behind,  was  too  moving  for  human  nature 
to  behold.  I  have  fince  been  informed,  that  thefe  people,  when 
on  their  pafiage,  drew  up  a  narrative,  Bating  the  caufes  of  their 
emigration,  in  anfwer  to  fome  reports  that  had  been  propagated 
againft  them.  They  put  this  paper  into  the  hands  of  the  Cap¬ 
tain,  or  fome  other  perfon  who  was  to  return  to  Britain,  pray¬ 
ing  that  their  cafe  might  be  inferted  in  the  newfpapers.  Nothing 
has  yet  appeared  in  any  paper,  from  which  it  is  conjectured; 
that  the  perfon  was  unworthy  of  the  confidence  which  five  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  helplefs  people,  of  both  fexes,  and  of  all  ages,  re- 
pofed  in  him.” 

Knox’s  Tour  in  178 6. 

In  1782,  an  event  of  the  molt  calamitous  nature  befel  the 
Highlands  and  the  Weftern  Ifles  of  Scotland.  The  weather 
proved  remarkably  cold  and  wet ;  the  crops  over  great  part 
of  Europe  were  more  or  lefs  injured  ;  and  the  northern  cli¬ 
mates  experienced  a  fcarcity  amounting  to  a  famine.  The 
fcanty  crops  of  the  Highlands  of  Scotland  were  green  in  Octo¬ 
ber,  when  a  fall  of  fnow,  attended  with  froft,  prevented  every 
fpecies  of  grain  from  growing  to  maturity.  The  labour,  the 
feed,  and  the  ftraw,  were  loft  ;  potatoes,  which  in  bad  fea~ 
fons  had  provided  a  fubflitute  for  grain,  were  this  year  frofl- 
bitten  and  entirely  ufelefs.  Thus  the  earth  withheld  its 
bounty  for  the  fupport  of  man  and  beaft.  During  this  diffrefs 
at  home,  no  relief  could  be  obtained  from  abroad.  Ireland, 
the  granary  of  the  Hebrides  and  weftern  coafts  of  Scotland 
fhut  its  ports  againfl  the  exportation  of  grain  ;  thofe  of  the  Clyr 
were  unable  to  give  any  affiftance,  while  on  the  eaftern  fid^ 
the  kingdom,  the  hazards  of  enemies  cut  off  the  neceflary 
plies  from  Germany,  the  Baltic,  and  in  a  great  meafure 
England. 
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"  Thus  deprived  of  every  fource,  by  the  double  calamity  of  war 
and  fcarcity,  many  hundred  perfons  languished  and  died  through 
want  of  fubfiftence.  The  hulband  and  the  parent,  unable  to 
behold  thefe  fcenes  of  diftrefs  without  endeavouring  to  relieve 
them,  fet  out  amidft  froft  and  fnow,  upon  the  long  and  almoft 
impracticable  journey  to  Invernefs,  where  they  expedled  to  pur- 
chafe  a  little  grain  with  the  produce  of  their  cloaths  or  furni¬ 
ture,  which  they  had  previoufly  fold  in  the  diftri£t  where  they 
refidcd.  Some  of  thole  who  had  engaged  in  this  generous  en- 
terprize,  fell  a  facrifice  to  hunger  and  cold  in  their  way  to  mar¬ 
ket.  They  were  found  dead  on  the  roads,  in  caverns  and  among 
thickets,  where  they  had  taken  fhelter  from  the  inclemency  of 
the  weather  ;  while  the  fmall  emaciated  horfes,  the  companions 
of  their  diftrefs,  could  hardly  walk  or  hand. 

If  this  reprefentation  be  juft  ;  if  the  endlefs  diftrefles  of  thefe 
our  countrymen  and  fellow-l'ubjetts,  can  imprefs  the  minds  of  a 
great,  a  juft,  and  a  generous  nation,  this  bufinefs  will  be  taken 
into  confideration,  and  fucli  meafures  adopted  as  may  induce 
that  ufeful  clafs  of  men  to  remain  in  their  native  country,  with 
comfort  to  themfelves  and  gain  to  the  Hate.” 

Knox,  248, 


ADVANTAGES  THAT  WOULD  RESULT  FROM  THE  EXTEN¬ 
SION  OF  PROPER  AID  TO  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  THE 
COASTS  OF  NORTH  BRITAIN. 

TO  fhew  the  advantages  refulting  from  erecting  towns. 
Dr.  Anderfon  obferves,  "  That  they  increafe  the  value  of  landin 
their  neighbourhood,  to  an  aftonilhing  degree,  more  than  land 
capable  of  yielding  the  fame  produce  in  a  remote  part  of  the 
country.  Hence  it  neceflarily  happens,  when  a  town  is  built 
where  a  town  was  not  before,  the  value  of  land  around  arifes 
greatly  above  what  it  was.  The  village  of  Old  Meldrum  hi 
Aberdeenfhire,  conlifting  of  three  or  four  hundred  houfes,  has 
been  eftablifhed  within  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  century  nearly, 
by  granting  off  feus,  (perpetuities  at  a  fettled  rent)  without  any 
expence  to  the  proprietor  ;  and  although  the  fituation  is  in 

many 
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Bn  any  refpe&s  inconvenient,  yet  from  that  fmall  villag?  the  pro¬ 
prietor  draws  a  free  rent  of  above  500I.  per  annum  more  than 
he  could  have  obtained  had  not  that  village  been  efiabliihed. 

“  The  tov/n  of  Aberdeen  has  increafedin  its  population  greatly 
within  the  lslf  fifty  years,  in  confequence  whereof  many  thou- 
fand  acres  of  the  moft  barren  land  that  can  be  conceived,  have 


been  converted  into  fine  corn  fields  in  the  neighbourhood  of  it, 
and  are  now,  I  prefume,  let  for  above  30,000!.  per  annum 
more  than  they  formerly  yielded.  Even  the  fleep  mountain  at 
Fort  William,  which  fee  ms  incapable  of  any  improvement,  is 
now  overfpread  with  hanging  gardens  and  corn  fields.  Thefe 
examples  may  ferve  to  convince  any  attentive  obferver,  that  the 
proprietor  of  land  around  any  new  eftablifhed  town,  cannot 
fail  to  receive  a  great  addition  to  his  revenue,  in  confequence 
of  that  eflablijhment,  without  any  trouble  or  expence  on  his 
part.” 

Anderson,  81-2. 


“The  profperity  of  the  Highlands  and  Hebrides,  were  the 
meafures  propofed  adopted,  (fays  Dr.  Anderfon)  would  be  cer¬ 
tain  and  unavoidable.  The  people,  being  freed  from  thofe  re- 
ftramts  that  at  prefent  tie  up  their  hands  from  the  fifhery, 
would  engage  in  them  with  alacrity  and  with  proportional  fuc- 
cefs.  Being  placed  within  reach  of  giving  and  receiving  mu¬ 
tual  aid,  in  ail  their  enterprizes  their  exertions  would  acquire 
a  vigour,  with  which  at  prefent  they  are  unacquainted.  The 
articles  for  carrying  on  thefe  fiilieries  being  always  within  reach, 
fo  as  to  be  ready  when  called  for,  would  enable  the  poor  to 
avail  themfelves  fully  of  every  fortunate  occurrence  that  chanced 
to  fall  in  their  way ;  fo  that  fifh  in  thefe  circumftanees  could  be 
afforded,  in  foreign  markets,  at  a  very  low  price,  and  at  the 
lame  time  yield  a  reafonable  profit  to  the  perfons  concerned. 
Thus  the  demand  would  be  encreafed,  and  employment  afforded 
to  additional  numbers  of  people.  The  quantity  of  fiih  thus 
prepared  for  market,  would  induce  plenty  of  merchants  to  fet¬ 
tle  in  thefe  towns,  who  would  find  a  profitable  employment  in 
the  commerce  that  this  would  furnifh,  and  give  at  once  an 
adequate  price  to  the  fifherman,  which  would  enable  him  to 
proceed  in  his  bufinefs  without  emharrafsment.  A  ready  mar¬ 
ket  would  be  provided  with  frelh  provifions,  and  for  all  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  fields.  Time  would  be  taken  from  the  farmer  in 
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any  quantities,  as  Toon  as  they  were  fit  for  market,  which  would 
give  all  the  encouragement  to  agriculture  that  can  be  wifhed 
for.  Ships  would  be  daily  palling  to  and  from  Liverpool  and 
other  places,  carrying  rock  fait,  coals,  and  other  articles,  wanted 
for  the  daily  ufe  of  a  numerous,  wealthy,  and  induftrious  peo¬ 
ple.  In  return  for  which  would  be  fent,  at  a  very  moderate 
freight  in  comparifon  of  what  it  now  is,  kelp,  flate,  fifh,  frefli 
and  cured,  oil,  bark,  and  other  articles  of  the  produce  of  thofe 
countries.  To  the  Weft  Indies,  the  outward  freight  of  fifli 
would  enable  the  merchant  to  import  fugars  and  rum  at  a  mo¬ 
derate  freight,  which  would  in  time  give  rife  to  the  refining  of 
fugar.  To  the  Neutral  Ifiands  in  the  Weft  Indies,  their  fifh 
would  be  a  welcome  commodity,  which  would  find  their  way 
into  the  French  Ifiands  ;  in  return  for  which  they  would  pro¬ 
cure,  by  an  advantageous  barter,  molafles,  which  could  be  there 
diftilled  for  the  African  trade  with  as  great  advantage  as  in 
Connecticut. 

“.To  Spain,  Portugal,  the  Mediterranean,  and  the  Levant, 
•their  .fifh,  their  marble,  and  manufactures,  would  afford  them 
Teady  accefs ;  and  the  articles  they  would  receive  from  thefe 
countries,  with  lead,  and  the  other  native  products  and  manu¬ 
factures,  would  lay  a  foundation  of  a  trade  to  Holland  and  tfe 
Baltic.  Thus  would  employment  be  afforded  to  an  innume¬ 
rable  multitude  of  people  ;  the  trade  and  manufactures  of  this 
country  increafed  to  an  aftonifhing  degree ;  the  quantity  of 
(hipping  greatly  augmented ;  the  number  of  feamen  multi¬ 
plied  ;  the  general  profperity  of  the  people  promoted  ;  the  na¬ 
tional  wealth  accumulated,  and  the  revenue  proportionably 
augmented,  without  the  prefiure  being  felt  by  any  one.,> 

Anderson,  130,  133, 

“  Every  one  knows  that  the  countries  of  Europe,  which  lie 
under  the  fame  latitudes  with  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  and 
even  beyond  thefe  latitudes,  exhibit  the  ftrongeft  proof  of  public 
attention. 

“  Thofe  countries  have,  by  dint  of  art,  been  rendered  the  feats 
-of  induftry  and  a  happy  mediocrity  of  fortune,  which  enables  the 
great  body  of  the  people  to  live  comfortably  under  the  feventies 
of  climate  which  a  Highlander  can  fcarcely  comprehend  in  idea: 
fuch  as  the  large  mercantile  cities  and  capacious  harbours  (the 
works  of  incredible  labour  and  expence)  of  Abo,  Archangel, 

Bergen, 
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Bergen,  Chriftiana,  Cronftadt,  Drontheim,  Peterfburgh,  Revel, 
Stockholm,  and  many  others.  It  is  therefore  to  the  attention  of 
their  refpeclive  governments,  more  than  the  advantages  of  nature, 

that  great  commercial  cities  have  arifen  in  thefe  countries. ” 

Knox,  138. 

€€  The  northern  rocks  of  the  Orkneys  and  the  Shetland  Ifles, 
animated  and  inftruded  by  the  Dutch,  prefume  to  trade  with 
London,  the  Baltic,  and  the  Mediterranean;  while  the  more 
extenfive  and  fouthern  Iilands  of  the  Hebrides,  and  the  whole 
weftern  coal!  of  the  Continent,  are  not  mailers  of  a  fingle  ma¬ 
nufacture,  or  veifel  beyond  the  fize  of  a  fifhing  bufs.  The  Ork¬ 
neys  contain  twenty-eight  parishes,  while  in  Sky,  one  of  the 
He  bride  Iilands,  double  the  fize  of  all  the  Orkneys,  there  are 
only  feven  pariihes ;  and  the  town  of  Kirkwall  in  the  Orkneys, 
is  rated  higher  in  the  tax-roll  than  all  the  towns  of  the  High¬ 
lands  united.” 

Knox,  139,  40. 


NURSERY  OF  SEAMEN. 

• 

“  THESE  fiilieries  will  appear  of  the  greateft  confequence,. 
when  it  is  known  that  the  herring  and  white  fifheries  upon  the 
coafts,  lakes,  and  firths  of  Scotland,  would  raife  and  keep 
in  conftant  readinefs  for  the  naval  and  mercantile  fervice,  up¬ 
wards  of  50,000  hardy  feamen. 

“  The  war  at  the  Revolution  employed  45,000  feamen  ;  the 
number  hath  increafed  every  fucceeding  war,  and  in  1782,  it 
amounted  to  110,000. - 

“  There  is  notin  the  whole  fyftem  of  Britifh  politics,  an  ob¬ 
ject  of  greater  importance  to  the  defence  and  profperityof  thefe 
kingdoms,  than  that  of  increafing  the  number  of  hardy,  in¬ 
trepid  feamen,  by  means  of  the  northern  fifheries  and  coafting 
trade. 

“  The  argument  foravigorous  attention  to  this  national  ob¬ 
ject,  derives  additional  force  from  thefober  manners  and  tradable 
difpofitions  of  thofe  men,  a  circumftance  well  known  to  the 
naval  officers,  and  much  approved  of  by  them.” 

Knox,  92. 

“  Let  every  man,  (fays  Dr.  Ande'rfonon  this  fubjed)  who  has 
the  profperity  of  his  country  at  heart,  for  a  moment  refled  on 
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the  means  England  now  poffeffes,  of  manning  a  navy  on  any 
fudden  emergency,  and  thus  preferving  her  independency  at  fea, 
on  which  alone  her  fafety  and  profperity  depend.  Things  are 
much  changed,  in  this  refpeft,  from  what  they  were.  ’Till  this 
prefent  day,  our  trading  veileis  furnifhed  a  ready  fupply  of  Tea¬ 
men,  whenever  they  were  wanted.  Jn  former  times,  if  a  tea¬ 
man  fpoke  the  Englifh  language,  few  enquiries  were  neceffary 
to  difcover  if  he  was  an  Englifh  fubje£l.  But  now  the  cafe  is 
altered.  On  the  rumour  of  a  war,  nothing  will  be  more  eafy, 
than  for  Britifh  feamen  to  obtain  an  attehation,  that  they  are 
fubje&s  of  the  States  of  America,  or  natives  of  Ireland.  And 
it  is  not  for  a  prefs-gang  to  enter  into  nice  inveftigations,  tq 
difcover  whether  thefe  allegations  are  well  or  ill  founded. 
Hence  it  is  eafy  to  forefee,  that  fo  many  miftakes  will  happen  in 
this  refpeft,  to  give  loud  clamour,  which  mull  either  be  appeafed 
by  gr  eat  conceff’ons,  or  it  will  bring  about  a  breach  between  the 
nations.  By  confequence,  the  prefent  practice  of  pr effing  from 
trading  veflels  muft  be  fo  much  fettered,  as  not  to  anfwer  the 
purpole  it  ufed  formerly  to  ferve  ;  and  therefore,  till  another 
more  eligible  and  more  effectual  mode  of  manning  a  fleet,  on  any 
emergency,  fhall  be  difcovered,  our  only  certain  refource  will  be 
therefident  hihermen  upon  ourcoaffs,  and  the  feamen  to  whom 
the  merchandize  furnifned  by  thefe  give  employment.  On  the 
number  of  thefe  filheries,  therefore,  our  fafety  alone  depends  ; 
and  we  may  deem  it  peculiarly  fortunate  for  us,  that  we  have  it 
in  our  power  to  augment  the  number  of  this  moil  neceffary  clafs 

of  citizens,  almoit  without  limitation. 

Anderson’s  Preface ,  17,  19. 

f(  Dr.  Anderson  being  afked,  on  his  examination  before 
the  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  what  number  of  men 
might  bnd  employment  at  fea,  in  the  profecution  of  the  fifheries, 
were  they  carried  to  the  higheft  degree  of  perfection  they  are 
naturally  and  morally  fufceptible  of?  He  replied,  ’tis  impoffible 
tofpecify  that  number  with  precifion.  If  the  quantity  of  fifh  to 
be  caught  be  confidered,  there  feems  to  be,  in  that  refpedt,  no 
limits  that  conk:  be  aligned  j  for  the  fifh  there  fo  much  abound, 
as  far  to  exceed  the  utmoft  efforts  of  man  fenhbly  to  diminilli 
their  numbers.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  we  think  of  the  markets 
to  which  they  might  be  carried,  and  keep  in  our  eye  thepoffible 
improvements  of  curing  the  different  kind  of  fifh  wThieh  there 

abound. 
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abound,  fo  as  to  render  them  more  palatable  to  different 
nations,  and  advert  to  the  low  price  at  which  they  might  be  af¬ 
forded,  were  the  fifheries  carried  on  with  ceconomy,  on  a  large 
fcale,  there  feems  to  be  as  little  room  for  fetting  bounds  to  it 
on  that  fide  ;  fo  that  this  feems  to  be  a  fpecies  of  manufacture, 
that  admits  of  being  extended  to  an  indefinite  degree. 

“  It  feems  probable,  that  by  a  very  fmall  exertion,  in  a  few 
years,  80,000  fifhermen  may  be  trained  to  that  bufinefs  ;  and 
when  it  is  confiaered,  that  above  100  years  ago  it  was  computed 
by  De  Wit,  and  others,  that  260,000  perfons  were  employed  in 
Holland,  in  the  fifiieries  alone,  it  will  not  be  accounted  an  extra¬ 
vagant  fuppofition,  if  it  be  admitted,  that  100,000  fifhermen 
might  find  conffant  employment  in  the  Britifh  feas  ;  and  if  that 
number  of  fifhermen  be  employed,  the  mariners  neceffary  to 
carry  thefe  fifh  to  market,  for  bringing  fait,  and  cafks,  and 
coals,  and  grain,  materials  for  fhip-building,  and  all  the  various 
articles  dependent  on  thefe  extenfive  fifheries,-  might  probably 
amount  to  20  or  30,000.  Here  then  Government  could  have, 
at  all  times  at  hand,  a  fteady  body  of  120,000  feamen  ;  out  of 
which  body,  without  a  violent  exertion,  our  fleets  might  be 
manned  on  any  hidden  emergency  with  the  greateft  facility. 
The  obfervations  which  croud  upon  the  mind  upon  this  view  of 
the  matter,  whether  we  confider  the  ftrength  and  liability  the 
empire  would  derive  from  her  putting  this  her  natural  bulwark 
on  fuch  a  refpeCtable  footing,  or  whether  we  advert  to  the  ad¬ 
vantages  her  trade  and  manufactures  would  derive  from  the  ab- 
fence  of  war,  which  would  neceifarily  be  occafior.ed  by  the  re- 
fpeCt  that  would  be  infpiredinto  neighbouring  nations,  from  the 
contemplation  of  thefe  unequalled  refources,  are  fo  many,  and  fo 

obvious,  as  not  to  require  to  be  here  pointed  out.” 

Anderson,  318,  19. 

“  Let  us  fnppofe,  that  50,000  feamen  were  fully  employed 
In  the  fifheries,  whofe  produce,  after  deducting  the  value  of 
fait  and  cafks,  realized  a  clear  profit  of  8oo,oool.  or  a  million, 
fuch  accumulating  wealth  would  place  many  thoufand  indivi¬ 
duals  in  comfortable  circumftances ;  confequently  the  benefit  of 
the  fifheries  would  extend  to  the  population  and  increafe  of  vil¬ 
lages,  towns,  and  even  the  capitals  of  the  two  united  kingdoms ; 
thereby  augmenting  the  national  property  and  the  revenues  of 
the  State,  giving  employment  to  the  brick-maker,  the  iron  and 
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timber  merchants,  dealers  in  oil  and  colours,  mafons,  carpen¬ 
ters,  joiners,  glaziers,  blackfmiths,  labourers,  &c.  From  thefe 
we  might  proceed  to  the  numerous  claffes  engaged  in  the  various 
kinds  of  houfehold  furniture,  and  from  thefe  to  the  confumption 
of  provifions,  of  malt  liquors  and  fpirits,  the  produce  of  thefe 
kingdoms ;  fugar,  rum,  tea,  &c.  the  produce  of  the  Eaft  and 
Weft-Indies.  Placing  thefe,  and  a  thoufand  other  particulars, 
to  the  credit  of  the  fifheries,  how  important  muft  they  appear 
in  the  eftimation  of  every  man  who  hath  the  profperity  and 
fafety  of  his  country  at  heart.” 

Knox,  381,  2. 

<e  About  two  thirds  of  the  feamen  who  fail  in  the  mercan¬ 
tile  fervice  at  Clyde,  have  been  trained  to  that  bufmefs  by  the 
herring  tjuffes ;  befides,  numbers  of  Highland  feamen,  who 
navigate  the  (hipping  of  London,  Liverpool,  Briftol,  and  other 
ports  of  the  kingdom. 

“  Immediately  before  the  year  1750,  the  number  of  inhabi¬ 
tants  in  Campbeltown  did  not  exceed  4,000 ;  at  prefent  they 
exceed  7,000.  In  that  year,  the  decked  veffels  belonging  to 
the  town  were  four,  of  fmall  fize  ;  now  it  has  upwards  of  62, 
manned  by  800  hardy  failors.  During  the  laft  war,  near  1,000 
feamen,  who  had  been  trained  in  the  bufs  fifhery  belonging  to 
Campbeltown,  ferved  on  board  the  Royal  navy.  If  from  this 
circumftance  we  may  form  a  conjecture  refpeCting  the  quota 
furnifhed  by  the  weftern  bufs  fifhery  in  general,  it  will  nearly  be 
as  follows  :  The  number  of  bulfes  in  1776  was  294,  but  which 
we  fhall  ftate  at  250.  If  Campbeltown  fupplied  the  navy  with 
near  1 ,000  men  from  a  bufs  fifhery  of  62  veffels,  the  fupply  from 
the  whole  fifhery,  in  its  prefent  ftate,  may  be  eftimated  at  4,000 
men  ;  and  fhould  it  fucceed,  how  important  muft  it  be  to  the 
naval  ftrength  of  Great  Britain.” 

Knox,  365,  368. 


EFFECTS  ON  THE  REVENUE. 
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<c  Da.  ANDERSON  being  afked,  fhould  thefe  fifheries, 
and  the  confequent  improvement  on  the  coaft,  be  carried  to  the 
perfection  he  thinks  them  fufceptible  of,  would  not  the  national 
revenue  be  augmented  thereby  ;  and  if  fo,  what  does  he  think 
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the  amount  of  the  additional  revenue  that  might  be  thus  ob¬ 
tained  ?  He  anfwered,  that  the  national  revenue  would  be  thus 
augmented,  there  can  be  no  doubt :  that  that  revenue  would 
be  thus  augmented  in  a  very  high  degree,  feems  alfo  to  be  un- 
queftionable  ;  but  what  might  be  the  precife  amount  of  that 
additional  revenue,  it  is  impoflible  now  to  forefee.  In  general, 
whatever  adds  to  the  number  of  people,  or  (which  is  ftiil  more 
elfential)  whatever  puts  them  in  actuation  where  they  canexer- 
cife  an  adlive  induftry,  that  they  could  not  exercife  before,  aug¬ 
ments  the  amount  of  all  taxes  on  articles  of  confumption,  and 
thus  renders  them  more  produ&ive,  without  the  aid  of  new; 
and  vice  verfa.  Hence  it  will  appear,  that  the  eafieft  and  beft 
mode  of  obtaining  an  additional  revenue  by  a  Minifter,  would 
be  to  find  out  fome  new  and  profitable  employment  for  fuch  of 
the  people  as  were  not  fully  employed  before  ;  to  fee  that  juftice 
be  impartially  adminiftered  to  all,  fo  that  no  degree  of  oppref- 
fion  from  individuals  or  the  State  could  be  felt  ;  and  thus,  not 
only  to  encourage  the  people  that  are  already  in  the  country  to 
marry  and  multiply,  but  alfo  to  allure  as  many  more  as  poflible 
to  come  from  other  parts  of  the  world  to  fettle  among  them. 
The  meafure  now  recommended  hath  precifely  this  tendency. 

“  There  may  be  found  at  prefent,  in  Britain  itfelf,  without 
the  aid  of  foreigners  at  all,  at  leaft  half  a  million  of  people  who 
languifh  in  poverty  and  indolence  ;  and  thofe  people,  if  pro¬ 
perly  called  forth,  might  find  abundant  employment,  and  would 
thus,  in  a  lhort  time,  be  equally  able  to  pay  their  proportion  of 
the  public  taxes  as  any  other  clafs  of  Britifh  fubje&s.  But  it  is 
well  known,  that  in  the  populous  parts  of  Great  Britain,  the 
taxes  paid  by  the  people  amount  to  the  rate  of  40s.  a  head  per 
annum  nearly.  At  that  rate  the  revenue  would  be  augmented 
by  this  arrangement  at  leali  i,ooo,oool.  per  annum.  Nor 
would  this  be  a  fickly  revenue,  liable  to  fludtuation  and  decay, 
but  it  would  be  an  increafing  fund  that  would  grow  greater  and 
greater,  without  trouble  or  expence,  as  the  profperity  of  the 
people  increafed.” 

Anderson,  318,  321. 

“  It  is  univerfally  acknowledged,  that  the  fifheries  of 
Great  Britain  have  a  ftrong  claim  to  the  attention  of  the 
legifiature. 


I.  As 
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*ff  L  As  a  nurfery  of  Jfliip  carpenters,  who  may  be  ready, 
when  their  country  demands  their  aiftftance,  to  ferve  in  the 
Royal  dock-yards,  and  facilitate  the  equipment  of  our  navy. 

“  II.  As  the  primary  nurfery  of  feamen  to  man  thefe 
navies. 

“  III.  As  furnifhing,  if  properly  encouraged,  a  confiderable 
article  of  commerce,  giving  freight  to  flipping,  and  drawing 
hither  from  the  various  markets  of  Europe  and  the  Weft 
Indies,  in  fpecie  and  goods,  to  the  amount  of  750,0001.  an¬ 
nually. 

te  IV.  In  fupplying  the  labouring  people  with  cheap  and 
wholefome  food,  to  the  amount  of  i,ooo,oool.  annually. 

“  V.  In  giving  employment  to  half  a  million  of  people  of 
both  fexes,  as  coopers,  carpenters,  block-makers,  painters, 
blackfmiths,  hecklers,  fpinners,  net-makers,  rope-makers,  fail- 
makers,  falt-makers,  farmers*  and  labourers. 

“  VI.  As  contributing  particularly  to  the  improvement  of 
that  hitherto  loft  country,  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  and  fur- 
niftiing  three  or  four  hundred  thoufand  people  with  a  compe¬ 
tency  of  the  neceftaries  of  life ;  whereby  emigration  would  ceafe, 
a  numerous  colony  of  foldiers,  feamen,  and  filters,  would  foon 
be  eftablifhed. 

<f  VII.  As  railing  the  value  of  natural  woods  and  barren 
lands.  To  fum  up  the  whole,  as  giving  ftrength  to  the  center 
.  of  empire,  rendering  us  lefs  dependent  on  foreign  countries 
and  foreign  connexions,  at  all  times,  expenfive  and  preca¬ 
rious.’ * 

Knox,  p.  641,  42* 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  “  A  DISCOURSE  ON  THE  EXPEDIENCY  OF 
ESTABLISHING  FISHING  STATIONS,  OR  SMALL  TOWNS,  IN 
THE  HIGHLANDS  OF  SCOTLAND  AND  THE  HEERIDE  ISLANDS. 
BY  JOHN  KNOX.” 

THE  attention  of  all  well  regulated  States  hath  generally 
been  diredled  to  filch  objedts  of  national  utility,  as  con¬ 
tributed  to  affift  Nature  and  to  employ  the  great  body  of  the 
people. 

Let  us  colonize  in  America,  by  which  we  fhall  be  enriched, 
nvas  the  language  of  the  laft  century.  Let  us  look  at  home,  im¬ 
prove  and  ftreagthen  the  center,  is,  happily,  the  favourite  topic 
of  mankind,  of  what  ever  defcription  or  party,  from  one  end  of 
the  ifland  to  the  other. 

When  all  the  hitherto  neglected  fources  of  agriculture,  ma- 
nufadtures,  commerce,  and  fifneries,  fhall  be  brought  forward, 
and  when  every  pound  expended  on  thefe  great  objects  (hall 
annually,  and  for  a  perpetuity,  realize  many  pounds,  enthu- 
fiafm  itfelf  falls  lhort  in  its  fpeculative  eftimates  of  what  Great 
Britain  may  yet  attain  to. 

In  contemplating  thefe  fubjedls,  it  naturally  occurs,  that  the 
objedts  which  contribute  mo  ft  effectually  to  the  ftrength  of  the 
Navy,  fhould  take  the  lead  in  the  arrangements  of  future  ope¬ 
rations.  The  ftrength  of  the  Navy  depends  chiefly  on  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  our  maritime  coaft  ;  the  number  of  people  who  inhabit 
that  coaft ;  and  the  nature  of  the  bufinefs  on  which  they  are 
molt  generally  employed.  It  is  owing  to  the  happy  fituation  of 
Great  Britain  in  thefe  refpedts,  that  we  have  been  able  to  fit  out 
fuch  mighty  armaments,  and  to  carry  on  an  almoft  unequalled 
commerce  over  a  great  part  of  the  habitable  world.  By  thefe, 
the  Britilh  name  is  known  and  refpedted  among!!  the  favage,  as 
well  as  the  civilized  nations. 

The  coaft  of  Great  Britain  comprehends  nearly  two  thoufand 
miles,  of  which  about  Four  hundred  miles,  in  the  northern  part, 
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are  not  f;:raimed  with  a  town,  harbour,  or  place,  where  a  ihm 
in  iftrexs  can  be  fupphed  with  an  anchor,  cable,  or  fail.  From 
the  want  of  thefe  materials,  and  of  perfons  to  repair  the  damages 
occafioned  by  ftrefs  of  weather,  or  other  caufes,  many  valuable 
uves,  as  well  as  veflels  and  cargoes,  are  loft  to  thefe  kingdoms. 

-  °,  US  h"e  01  coaft  on  fhe  mainland  of  the  Highlands, 

Mauds  1  ^  ,C'Tmference  of  principal  Hebride 

Mands,  making  fix  hundred  miles ;  the  whole,  one  thoufand 

miles  on  winch  there  is  only  the  fmall  town  of  Stornoway,  in 
Wkk  the  ‘"“"fiderable  places  called  Thurfo, 

?nTn’,,a  ’  °n  tHe  Eaii  fide  of  *e  main-land,-  be- 

and  fifty  miles!0™’  °'  VI''a2e’  f°  eVery  tWO  hundred 

in^rer:fPe°Ple  thr0U2h0Ut  the  wh°>e  coaft,  includ- 
h  2  ,  .  r'  ’  "fy  a'nount  f°  two  hundred  thoufand,  or  two 

i  t  ”  hel  65  b£fldeS  °ne  hundred  thoufand  inhabit- 

tbf  ctaftS  “S  *"<?  ime™r  Parts  of  ‘he  main  land,  who,  were 
coaft,  in  a  flour, Ihmg  ftate,  would  flock  thither  in  great 
numbers  annuallv  111  &reat 

children  to  dlt  1 -aQ  emigrating  with  their  wives  and 

h  natln  l  u  77’  ^  whence  few  ever  return  :  and 
I  "  “ila,nS  3  drain  of  perfons,  who, 

moft  nfive  difpofitions,  and  domeftic  qualities,  it  would  be 
*fy  exPed,ent  to  retain  on  their  native  foil. 

wheielwethhaathco5Weds.iOU!’  chara&rs’  the  means 

purpofes  of  th.M  m'Slt  be  rendered  fubfervient  to  the  great 
P  P  ‘  "  Uavy>  as  the  primary  objeft;  befides  the  ad¬ 

vantages  that  would  arife  to  manufadures  and  commerce  from 
the  eftablilhment  of  a  thriving,  popuious  c0,  °Dy  Z  U mfe 7 

treme  parts  of  our  ifland.  ex 

The  people  who  inhabit  thefe  fhores  have  a  ftrong  property 
*o  a  fea  life  particularly  to  Fi/heries  ;  and  no  country  in  the 
knosvn  world  is  better  fituated  for  extending  that  branch  ol 

fal'/t/ut’th^N4  I5  fear°nS  °f  ,the  year'  11  is  an  eftablifl,ed 
•  ’  ,,  ‘  S  01t,iern  °cean  is  the  grand  receptacle  of  fi£h 

endlefs  variety,  and  in  fnch  numbers  as  to  exceed  the  powers 
o.  motion  to  conceive.  Some  of  the  lefler  fpecies  multi- 
P/  y  thouunas,  as  the  herring;  others  by  millions,  as  the 
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cod-ftfh.*  Of  thefe,  and  other  fifties,  as  ling,  tufk,  haddock, 
the  coarts  of  Scotland,  and  more  efpecially  of  the  Highlands, 
have  a  double  fupply :  firft,  the  home  or  native  filli,  which 
propagate  on  the  coaft  through  the  whole  year;  and,  fe- 
condlv,  the  great  annual  migrations  from  the  northern  latitudes 
within  the  Artie  Circle,  which,  after  paying  the  Britifh  king¬ 
doms  a  temporary  vifit,  are  again  loft  in  the  immenfity  or  the 
ocean. 

The  fifheries  carried  on  at  prefen t  by  the  northern  inhabi¬ 
tants  confift  of  the  home  fifhery  immediately  upon  their  fhores, 
and  in  the  lakes  and  bays  by  which  thefe  fhores  are  every  where 
indented,  from  one  to  twenty  miles  within  land.  The  varieties 
moft  ufually  caught  on  thefe  fhores,  are  herrings,  white-fifh, 
flat-filh,  mackarel,  dog-firti,  and  feals.  Shell-fifh  alfo  abounds, 
but  is  much  neglected,  excepting  lobfters  for  the  London  mar¬ 
ket;  oyfters,  which  are  fometimes  burnt  unopened,  for  manure 
to  the  land;  and  left’er  fifti,  which  are  fold  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  before-mentioned  towns  at  one  halfpenny  the  peck. 

Secondly,  there  is  a  diftant  fifhery  for  herring,  cod,  ling,  and 
tufk,  around  the  Shetland  Iflands  on  the  north-eaft,  and  the 
great  ifland  of  Iceland  on  the  north-weft;  bock  of  which  fta- 
tions  are  regularly  frequented  by  many  veffels  from  the  mari¬ 
time  kingdoms  of  Europe,  chiefly  on  account  of  the  fuperior 
quality  of  thefe  fifh  to  thofe  of  Newfoundland,  which  confift 
of  cod-fifh  only.  The  fhare  which  the  Scots  have  in  this  diftant 
fifliery  is,  however,  little  more  than  a  name;  nor  have  they  been 
able  to  carry  on  even  the  home  fiftiery  to  any  confiderable  ex¬ 
tent,  comparatively  to  what  that  ftfhery  admits  of.  Still  lefs  L 
the  fhare  that  hath  fallen  to  the  lot  of  the  poor  native  High¬ 
landers,  on  whofe  more  immediate  fhores  perfons  from  diftant 
parts  make  their  captures. 

Having  ftated  what  is  properly  called  the  Scottifh  Fifheries, 
we  are  next  to  obferve,  that  the  vicinity  of  the  Highlands  to 
Greenland,  gives  the  inhabitants  an  efiential  advantage  over 
all  other  Hates  who  engage  in  the  Whale  Fifhery;  and,  iris 
a  moft  favourable  circumftance,  that,  when  the  Greenland 
Fiftiery  ends  in  the  month  of  June,  the  Herring  Fifhery  beg  ns. 
Ty  this  happy  regulation  of  nature,  the  feamen  who  had  been  on 
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the  former  fifhery,  from  March  till  June,  might  immediately 
engage  and  continue  in  the  latter  fifhery.  till  February. 

Laftly,  the  fituation  of  the  Well  Highlands  is  alfo  remarkably 
favourable  for  profecuting  the  great  Newfoundland  Fifhery, 
from  whence  the  veffels  might  proceed  with  their  cargoes  to  the 
Weft  Indies,  Spain,  Portugal,  or  Italy,  and  return  to  the  High¬ 
lands  in  good  time  for  the  latter  Winter  Herring  Fifhery  ;  the 
termination  of  which  might  be  extended,  as  in  Ireland,  from  the 
1 2th  of  January  to  the  ift  of  February. 

Thus,  by  a  continued  fucceffion  of  fifhing  and  failing,  thefe 
northern  fhores  would  be  ready  at  all  times  to  furnifh  a  very 
powerful  fupply  of  excellent  feamen  ;  but,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of 
the  country,  no  effectual  exertions  can  be  made,  even  in  that 
fifhery  which  its  lakes  and  bays  afford.  Here  is  a  confiderable 
body  of  people  without  capital,  and  a  coaft  without  towns  where 
the  natives  can  be  fupplied  with  nets,  calks,  fait,  hooks,  lines, 
and  provifions.— Here  are  no  places  where  fifhers,  women  and 
children,  from  diftant  parts,  can  be  accommodated  with  lodg¬ 
ings,  either  while  in  health  or  in  ficknefs.  The  inhabitants  of 
thefe  fhores  have  but  fcanty  dwellings  to  themfelves,  and  are 
equally  ill  provided  in  neceffaries  for  the  accommodation  of  per- 
fons  who  flock  thither  in  the  fifhing  feafons. 

This  deplorable  ftate  of  the  Highlands  having  been  lately  re- 
prefented  in  ftrong  colours  to  the  feelings  and  ferious  attention 
of  the  public  ;  and  the  increafe  of  feamen  being  alfo  an  objedl  of 
great  national  importance,  the  legiflature  have  already  entered 
upon  the  fubjedl  of  promoting  the  Northern  Fifheries,  by 
removing  feveral  impediments. - But  no  laws,  however  ju¬ 

dicious,  no  regulations,  however  expedient,  can  extend  and  fe- 
cure  a  permanent  fifhery  and  nurfery  of  feamen  upon  thefe 
fhores,  unlefs  the  public  fhall,  at  the  fame  time,  accommodate 
the  natives,  and  thofe  who  may  be  difpofed  to  come  amongft 
them,  with  habitations  and  lodgings,  upon  or  near  the  moft 
frequented  fifhing  grounds,  and  where  thefe  perfons  may  be 
furnifhed  with  the  neceffaries  of  life,  and  all  the  materials  for 
boat  building,  fifhing,  packing,  and  curing. 

This  implies  the  eftablifhing  of  fishing  stations,  or 
fmall  frIee  towns,  in  the  moft  eligible  fituations,  both  on  the 
main-land,  and  on  the  Hebride  Iflands,  which  front  the  exten- 
five  line  of  weftern  coaft  at  greater  or  lefs  diftances,  and  where 

the 
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the  fttoals  of  herrings  pafs,  in  their  annual  migrations  to  the 
fouth.  tilling  fomstimes  one  lake,  fometimes  another  ;  which 
Jiihery,  were  the  natives  better  accommodated,  would  prove  a 
fource  of  great  national  wealth  ;  furnith  the  Weft  India  fhips 
with  freights ;  employ  thoufands  of  indigent  people  of  both 
fexes  ;  and  bring  forward  into  the  line  of  aftive,  ufeful  induf- 
try,  a  country  that  compofes  a  fifth-part  of  Great  Britain. 

With  a  view  to  thefe  important  objefis,  as  well  as  to  the 
nurfery  of  feamen,  fome  noblemen  and  gentlemen  have  fuggefted 
the  idea  of  raifing  a  fund  by  means  of  a  general  fubfcription  ; 
and,  as  all  degrees  of  people  in  Great  Eritain  will  be  more  or 
lefs  benefited  by  this  maritime  colonization  within  our  own 
ifland,  it  may  be  prefumed,  that  gentlemen  of  humanity  and 
public  fpirit,  will,  upon  this  occafion,  exert  thofe  noble  quali¬ 
ties,  by  a  liberal  fubfcription,  and  merit,  in  a  peculiar  marir 
ner,  the  appellation  of — the  friends  of  their  coun¬ 
try. 
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